














The Lutheran  
Malaria Initiative  
An initiative to educate U.S. Lutherans about 
malaria, advocate for global health initiatives, 
and raise funds to help combat malaria.

 The Lutheran Malaria Initiative, currently in the 
planning phase, is an unprecedented collaborative 
effort among Lutheran World Relief, The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America to mobilize the nearly 
eight million Lutherans in the United States to join 
the battle against malaria — a preventable and 
treatable disease that kills more than one million 
people a year. 

An expression of our faith and of God’s love 
for all, the Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI) will 
educate U.S. Lutherans about malaria, advocate 
for global health initiatives, and raise funds to 
help combat malaria. By combining proven field 
strategies, experience, expertise, and resources, LMI 
brings together a worldwide network of Lutheran 
congregations, partner churches, missionaries, and 
service providers in the fight against malaria.

For generations, Lutherans have been a powerful 
force for change, and LMI continues that faithful 
tradition. The three LMI partners are excited about 
this campaign and look forward to a national launch 
in the coming months.

The Lutheran Malaria Initiative is made possible 
through a partnership with the United Nations 
Foundation.  

 

Uganda 
LWR, working with the Lutheran World 

Federation (LWF), is distributing insecticide-treated 
bed nets to internally displaced people in Northern 
Uganda and promoting education and behavior 
change through radio programming and community 
outreach.

At a recent net distribution, as the community 
celebrated, Ocana Ben Banya, a local chairperson 
of the project, stated, “I will never get tired of … 
mobilizing and sensitizing our people on the dangers 
of malaria and the importance of sleeping under 
mosquito nets. God sent LWF and LWR with the 
spirit of helping my community.” 

  

Mali
In Mali, LWR is pioneering an approach to malaria 

prevention for poor households who struggle to pay 
for health care. LWR is working with agricultural 
cooperatives to help generate income and raise 
community awareness about malaria as well as 
establishing community-managed health insurance 
which will help offset the costs of malaria diagnosis 
and treatment. 

Though some medical services are available for 
free to pregnant women and children under five, 
people often fail to take advantage of them because 
of the costs of actually getting from their homes to 
a health facility. LWR’s innovative approach will 
remove that barrier to treatment. 
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